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Simon Wiesenthal Center to Japanese Vice
Prime Minister: Which 'Techniques' of the
Nazis Can We 'Learn From'"'?

July 30, 2013

The Simon Wiesenthal Center urges Japanese ice Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Taro Aso to immediately clarify a statement at a lecture yesterday in Tokyo.

Remarking on the revision of the Japanese

Bl Constitution, Aso spoke of how "we can learn from
[lhat] technique” of the Nazis, who changed

9 Germany's Weimar constitution "unnoticed.”

ls ‘J “what 'techniques’ from the Nazis’ governance are
wurth learning—how to stealthily cripple
demaocracy?” asked Rabbi Abraham Cooper,
associate dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, a
leading Human Rights NGO, adding, "Has Vice Prime Minister Aso forgotten that Nazi
Germany's ascendancy to power quickly brought the world to the abyss and engulfed
humanity in the untold herrors of World War 11?7

“The only lessons on governance that the world should draw from the Nazi Third Reich

is how those in positions of power should not behave,” Rabbi Cooper concluded.
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TOKYO - Japan has been in the
of barren islets in the East China Sea that Japan calls the Serkakus and China calls the Diaoyu Islands.
T g’ 1/‘—]:,]—%]:]— The rival clairrs date back to the late nineteenth century, but the recent flare-up, which led to

° widespread anti-Japanese demonstrations in China, start
purchased three of the tiny islets from their private Japan

“0]'/\] Ol'ﬂ?'] (PlVOt to ASia, %@X} ‘%“ 2011]5_ 109&] 2 Prime Minister Yoshikiko Noda h

news lately, owing to its dispute with China over six square kilometers

municipal funds. Ishihara, who has since resigned from office to launch a new political party, s well
Tnown for nationalist provocation, and Noda feared taat he would try to occupy the islands or find other
ways to use them to provoke China and whip up popular support in Japan. Top Chinese officials,

e

=
Ay = | AR=S —5—‘:—‘]‘1_ ] 3 O ] 1= % 7__" } 1 E however, did not accept Noda's ex]
i‘L— o]—> = X] [e] [$ T H R X I JYeY [§] D:]/\ E P, to disrupt the status quo.
InMay 1972, when the United States returned the Ckinawa Prefecture to Japan, the tr

‘O/] _?_ﬁﬂ‘oﬂ O’]‘E_ﬂ— /\]/\{_Q_ E_LH_TJ_ 0]]:]— ‘6].]}]5 EH" 94 }4}\11]‘ the Senkalu Tslands, which the US had administered from Okinawa. A few months later,

and Japan normalized their post-World War II relations, Japanese Prime Minister Kelcue

planation, and interpreted the purchase as proof that Japan i trying

asked Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai about the Senkalus, and was told that rather than let the rhspu(e

14—0] _U_ X]—L:] ]_]_ 2] O]E_‘/] ‘:LL‘,]—X—] O] q} /\:] 15 f—q /\E’7]» delay normalization, the issue should be left for futurs generations.
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