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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Violation of Human Rights and

Damage Remedies for Infectious Disease Patients

after Information Disclosure during an Infectious
Disease Crisis

Baek, Kyoung Hee
Associate Professor, Inha University Law School, Lawyer

Information disclosure during an infectious disease crisis, newly
established through the revision of the Infectious Disease Prevention and
Management Act, is the disclosure of infectious disease—related
information collected through epidemiological investigations by the state
or local governments. However, while arranging the crisis, the state or
local governments leaked personal information that was not needed by
the public for preventing, managing, or responding to infectious
diseases. Similarly, a situation in which the information was
secondarily processed and spread through the media occurred. Such
occurrences could infringe on the patients’ privacy related to infectious
diseases and may seriously damage their reputation if disclosed. As
announced by the state or local governments, the media’s transmission
of personal information related to infectious diseases conforms with the
laws or guidelines at the time. Thus, only the state or local
governments can bear responsibility in this case. Nevertheless, there is a
possibility that the media may also be held responsible for the violation

of the patients’ personality rights with infectious diseases by processing
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or expanding their published personal information.

In this paper, I will focus on whether the right to be forgotten can
be recognized for patients with infectious diseases and whether there
are legal remedies for the media if their publicity has violated personal

rights.

Keywords: infectious disease crisis, information disclosure, freedom of
expression, defamation, right to be forgotten
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