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Donald Kirk

WASHINGTON =The time is coming when a woman will
become president of the United States. With more women
voting than men, with women holding increasing numbers of
executive jobs, and with women as heads of state, past or
present, from Britain to Germany to Indonesia and the
Philippines, logic dictates that a woman has to take over as
U.S. president. How could it be otherwise in a country where
women seem such a powerful force in politics as well as busi-
ness?

The fact is, however, that women have fared rather badly
when it came to consideration for the presidency or, for that
matter, the vice presidency. Yes, two women have been nomi-
nated for vice president, Geraldine Ferraro on the Democratic
ticket in 1984 and Sarah Palin on the Republican ticket in
2008. In neither case, however, did they improve the image of
women in politics. In ways it might be argued, they actually did
the cause of women more harm than good.

Ferraro, a member of the U.S. House of Representatives
with a background as a prosecutor in New York City, might
have seemed a good choice to run for vice president on
the same ticket as Walter Mondale, who had served as

vice president under President Jimmy Carter.

Mondale, having gone down to defeat in 1980 in the

landslide for Ronald Reagan that ended Carter's

presidency, did not stand a serious chance of win-
1 ning the presidency in 1984. The United States econ-
omy had been improving during Reagan's first term,

Conlributing Editor

LolAl 23] E3Ael} fict, A= ddldsets

Journalist and author — and Ferraro as vice presidential candidate turned into
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a liability after her husband's dubious real estate dealings
were exposed. The Mondale-Ferraro ticket won barely 40 per-
cent of the votes.

Democratic strategists in 1984 had hoped the presence of a
woman on the ticket might help to win over female voters, but
they were badly mistaken. It would be nearly a quarter of a
century before a woman again ran for vice president. Sarah
Palin, on the Republican ticket in 2008 with John McCain, also
proved to be a liability. She might have appeared as an inspired
choice in view of her service as governor of Alaska, but actually
she proved to be ignorant of both national and international
issues. As a candidate, she was more of a curiosity than an
asset for McCain, and her reputation worsened as her respons-
es to the media showed her inadequacies.

In 2008, however, another woman, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, came closer than any other women before her as a
qualified aspirant for the presidency. Clinton waged a strong
campaign in the Democratic primaries, nearly overtaking
Barack Obama before conceding to him at the Democratic
convention. She won primaries in 21 states, remaining a con-
tender to the final days. It would be easy to say Clinton was a
major political figure simply because she was married to Bill
Clinton, who had defeated President George H.W. Bush in
1992 and Senator Robert Dole in 1996. Bill Clinton's presi-
dency, however, was tarnished by the scandal of his relation-
ship with Monica Lewinsky and other women, and Hillary
Clinton had to survive those disasters on the way to achieving
her own prominence as a U.S. senator from New York state.

Clinton, moreover, has shown herself to be a political and
diplomatic heavyweight on the world stage. Having lost to
Obama in a bruising fight for the presidential nomination, she
has distinguished herself as a strong secretary of state. In vis-
its to Seoul, where I've seen her as a journalistic observer at

press conferences, she has maintained a tough, seemingly
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uncompromising position regarding North Korea. In the mid-
dle east, as seen in her latest attempt at bringing about a
ceasefire between Israel and the Hamas, she has again
appeared as an able negotiator. After nearly four years on the
job, she may go down in history as one of America’s most
effective secretaries of state.

Clinton's record puts herself in a strong position to drum up
support for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2016.
Time, however, is working against her. She will by then be 69
years old. One wonders if she will have the same energy as she
has now. Moreover, other women will doubtless be campaign-
ing for nomination for president or vice president. By any law
of averages, some day, one of them will win. Much will
depend on whether the major U.S. parties turn to women with
proven records or place their hopes on secondary figures in
hopes of winning the "women's vote.”

e olael 7Ixt proactive09@gmail.com
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