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ABSTRACT

The Requirements for the Report of Facts of
Suspected Crime

- Principles for Ethical Criminal Investigation Reporting -

Young Heum Park
Senior Researcher, Korea Press Foundation

The media’s indiscriminate reporting of facts related to suspect crimes
has been a recurring source of social controversy, yet clear standards
and principles for responsible criminal investigation reporting have not
been established. There are conflicting arguments, either dismissing all
reporting of suspect crime facts or advocating that such reporting is
entirely acceptable. To address these issues, this study seeks to establish
standards for ethical criminal investigation reporting by striking a
balance between judicial principles focusing on the rights of the suspect
and journalistic principles emphasizing the public’s right to know.
Drawing from court precedents and journalistic codes of ethics, the
study identifies and proposes seven requirements to justify reporting of
facts related to suspected crimes. It argued that such reporting is
permissible under the following cases: first, when the suspect is a
public figure; second, when it contributes to public safety and
institutional improvement; and third, when there is no dispute about
the guilt or innocence of serious antisocial crimes. Nevertheless, the
study also argued that the following requirements should be met even

in these cases. Fourth, independent reporting and cross—verification are
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required. Fifth, there must be a balance between investigators and
suspects. Sixth, transparency of sources is necessary. Seventh, there
should be no live coverage of each investigation stage. The proposed
approach advocates against a strict prohibition on all reports of facts
related to suspected crime while cautioning against indiscriminate
coverage. Instead, it recommends that the media report carefully and
responsibly under limited and specific conditions. The study also applied
the proposed requirements to actual cases of criminal investigation
coverage to identify problems and improvements. It acknowledges the
difficulty of meeting all seven requirements consistently in every story;
however, news consumers increasingly demand exceptionally high ethical
standards from the media, which faces a serious crisis of trust and

must adapt to survive.

Keywords: facts of suspected crime, criminal investigation reporting, journalism,
journalism ethics
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