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I ABSTRACT

Journalistic Principles in the Al Era

- Analyzing Court Decisions and Media Guidelines -

Park, Ahran
Assistant Professor, School of Media & Communication, Korea University

The rise of generative artificial intelligence (AD), epitomized by
ChatGPT, is transforming journalism and the media landscape.
Generative Al, which can rapidly and skillfully create content such as
text, images, and videos, presents both challenges and opportunities for
journalism. Concerns arise over potential disruptions to the journalism
ecosystem, while expectations grow that it could enhance journalistic
practices. In this evolving landscape, journalistic principles and ethics
are paramount for maintaining the integrity of the media. This study
revisits these principles and examines judicial decisions that reflect
journalistic ethics. Legal interpretations have underscored the press's
watchdog role, justifying exceptions to illegality for public figures.
When journalists diligently perform fact—checking, press freedom has
been upheld. Moreover, court rulings on internet press freedom indicate
that the core guarantees and limitations of press freedom remain
unchanged despite the media's use of Al technology. This study
underscores the importance of both legal regulation and ethical
self-regulation in the Al era. As laws struggle to keep pace with rapid
technological advancements, flexible self-regulation becomes increasingly

essential. To this end, the study analyzed 22 foreign and 3 domestic
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media Al guidelines. Despite variations in title, content, and scope, the
main themes across these guidelines include: (1) protecting democracy
and journalistic principles, (2) defining the scope of generative Al
applications, (3) ensuring human oversight and fact—checking, (4)
maintaining transparency and labeling obligations, (5) safeguarding
creative works, (6) promoting fairness and unbiasedness, and (7)
protecting data and trade secrets. This study also identifies various
issues in the content and implementation of media Al guidelines and
proposes improvements. It emphasizes that the press must continue to
function as a vital component of the democratic system, even in the Al

era.

Keywords: Generative Al, Journalism Principle, Freedom of the Press,
Al Guideline, Watchdog
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