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I ABSTRACT

The reply-reporting system under the German Media
State Agreement (MStV)

Lee Soo Jong
Press Arbitration Commission Executive Adviser/Ph.D.

Whether reply—reporting is possible for new multimedia content such
as YouTube channels provided through video sharing platforms can be
considered an important topic under media law. This is because, while
a wide variety of multimedia has already emerged in Korea due to the
convergence of media, appropriate regulation or damage relief for this
is still distant due to the lack of relevant laws.

Contrarily, in the case of Germany, multimedia legislation has long
been reorganized with a focus on similar functions as part of the
introduction of a horizontal regulatory model. In addition, the German
Media State Agreement (MStV), which came into force in September
2020, imposes various journalistic obligations on journalistic and
editorial telemedia (journalistisch—redaktionell ~ gestaltete ~Telemedien),
including the right to reply, in response to the rapidly changing
convergence of digital media.

In comparison, we must point out that the current media legal
system, including the Press Arbitration Law, and the related
improvement discussions are not sufficient to deal with the phenomenon
of media convergence in the new multimedia era, as they still adhere to

a media—centric regulatory method.
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Therefore, in discussing the expansion of the domestic reply—reporting
request system for multimedia, it is now the time when a paradigm
shift is urgently needed to break away from the media—centric
regulation method and establish a comprehensive and open multimedia
concept. This is because today's online media offerings are characterized
by a departure from traditional media, such as newspapers and
broadcasting, in their composition and delivery format, showing a
media convergence in the form of text, video, or a mixture of these.
Therefore, an important point in reorganizing the regulatory system is
that rather than adhering to the existing media form, it should focus
on whether the provided content actively participates in forming public
opinion under the Constitution through journalistic activities.

Specifically, creating an independent concept equivalent to journalistic
multimedia offerings in accordance with our reality, with reference to
the German telemedia concept will be the only answer to cope with

the changed media environment.

Keywords: Multimedia, journalistic-edited telemedia, German media national
convention, right to request-reply reporting, colophon obligation

[=E5F21Y 2024. 6. 21.  =&5AY 2024. 7. 24, AAFAHY 2024. 7. 29.]



