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I ABSTRACT

Expanding the Scope of Application of the
Press Arbitration Act Amid the Rise of Social and
Individual Media

- Emphasis on YouTube Journalism -

Kwon, Hyung-Dun
Professor, Kongju National University

This study examines the limitations of current response systems in
addressing personality rights violations by “YouTube journalism” and
explores the applicability of the Press Arbitration Act as a legislative
improvement measure. YouTube, which represents social media and
one—person media, is changing the world. As the influence of YouTube
and social media expands, they are replacing and dominating traditional
media, such as newspapers and television. With the transition to a
mobile—centric media environment, YouTube news has rapidly grown,
giving rise to the term “YouTube journalism.” Given the growing media
influence and social impact of YouTube, discussions have emerged
regarding the necessity of including it within the scope of regulation.
Although some argue that regulating YouTube raises constitutional
issues related to freedom of expression, many believe legal regulation is
necessary, as YouTube performs actual journalistic functions, such as
shaping public agendas and stimulating public discourse. In Korean
society, the role and function of press arbitration remain controversial.

However, the non-litigious dispute resolution methods of the Press
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Arbitration Commission (PAC)—a modernized mediation and arbitration
body—have gained significant support. Unlike other arbitration
institutions, the PAC aims to balance two legal interests: the freedom
of the press and the protection of individual personality rights. The
Press Arbitration Act must be revised to actively reflect changes in the
media environment and ensure the practical effectiveness of remedies for
harm. Many countries are also increasingly transitioning from voluntary
self-regulation to mandatory measures for platform operators, such as
YouTube and social media outlets. These legislative trends offer
meaningful implications for Korea’s legal framework regarding YouTube
regulation. In conclusion, the study emphasizes the need to examine
what broadcasting and the press constitutionally mean in the age of
digital convergence and actively incorporate the changes in media

phenomena occurring within the social sphere in the legislative process.

Keywords: Social Media, YouTube Journalism, EU Digital Services Act, German
Network Act, Communications Decency Act, Press Arbitration Act
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